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Abstract: This paper explores the manifestation of politeness in women’s
language, focusing on its linguistic, cultural and social dimensions.
Drawing on theories of sociolinguistics and pragmatics, the study
investigates how women explore politeness strategies such as hedges,
honorifics, indirectness and softening devices in everyday
communication. It examines the extent to which their linguistic features
affect broader gender roles, social expectations and power relations in
society. Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative approach,
employing discourse analysis, semi-structured inteviews and participant
observation to collect data. The findings suggest that women’s language
embodies a higher degree of politeness compared to men, shaped by
cultural norms, socialisation patterns and gendered expectations. The
study contributes to the growing field of gender and language research
by offering insights into how politeness functions as both a
communication strategy and a marker of identity for women. Moreover,
it highlights variation across contexts and socio-economic backgrounds,
demonstrating that politeness in women’s speech is not a fixed trait but a
dynamic and context-sensitive phenomenon.
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Sociolinguistics, Discourse analysis.
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AN, ‘ST AN, =T, 6 WA =, AR, AP, 2 W%, R
@, I @, W& Topivr [Remorps *, TR, I T OAF
S el SR & 2T ICE |

Brown 8 Levinson ¥ @&l (@1 SPAICE (politeness strategies)
AT SRR [TOPpE =, IR, I TR (Feand el ke
A FAEE, T T, FACe AR, SR, oW 5, S 641, 38 90,
g, TN I, WA D, ¢ W, S, T, o @, g, o2 1,
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TR0 O AR AR |
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Model) @R FHF SRR (2 wpTca To®e 341 (hedge) 8 IFgd
TF (o, [FF eM, SIEr 9 S (F@ T4 OF ST OF, Ired
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TAMIN [IRIF A | FAq] AN AT 8 (P R WA A, IHg
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WM AMF, 5, Faco AfRONRE TAMTIR AR T€ IIEF FE |
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48 ST ST, 4T IR

A | AT GG (indirect request) 8 S 71 31, g ewiq S99
JRATI AT AT AR IE | SIFOPS (intensifiers) *Twd SIfEy BIED
IR IHGIS TF o, [FE emiew (F@- (o1, {7, Mo, Sl epfo
OIfE TAMIA TS T | GRITT e 6T *HF IARY JITF IR I5g7
TE Tl (R 2T @ S BAM I I9ER 6 |
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T | TRIYfeATOR (F@- @3p, e, AferR, spndEe, wiw g,
@ Topifir =1, JREFRH AT AP AR AGETS SR ST FF ACH |

b, T ALCADA

ol OF ONF @G FIARE 9 A I, @R efs =, Ehe=y
I JITE IE | ICem  AREIRE, AN, @@, e,
AR ST BfeTs, A1 TA-277 WEewy 9z F@= | o, 9919
SRl FIREE CFC@ STIHEPT AR [emorps */, IR, ICHT
IR AR TG AR TS = A P O [ | AR oRn
AR ORI *A AT TS fKeeae e fFeares et #inean -
Brown @R Levinson ¢ (I SRE (FAT IR, TA SR SETS
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ReEoR @ SR TR FEE Ihg GR TRZS SRR CFC | @A~
QTR (o WET (OMICH VR A WP (ST Pibd 2R3 T
o IFYOCS JIZ© [RATSPpF e Ie[ (F99) 2oqne Aferie
(face) @roR 6 THgPE I IR EMOR A JEFFOES Al
FE @TOICE (S N FA1 M S | IR @ | T+ ©ofre feset
@l TR, A OF SETS 2fSA0F [eme! o ((foqns [Jemer wfss
[ T TR (R AGS, ARG oS [foq F=e R | @2 <@
(oAb el IRIET T IS IR AL TE ERRmyse 77
Tofd =, A ORI DI ST RGO B | TOACH AIFAR 2S Toire
@G SPICE G2 Ol 1 TR, - APIE 8 S |
ARR Py RAEeRms =/, IR, I APIHE-Swepiae oy
AR IS 2 | TATG 7% FACET (A4 AW, SRIG AR 09,
RIE AR AT @FIAG Hq R ADE-SRITE TS (AFI94CE
of T IFT ST T TR IR 2SA6F [Kemel o (@feqmH
roR IR2Re SAe @R | F_ fred See ASTAr ST Eirrmysd
AR TFCe @AM TR /R FRe @(odqne [Tmer o7 SRR Siks
AfgefFe 27 |

Lakoff 9 OGP Ml I TR @Il g TR a1 0T ARrFOR
T (T | OICAS O[S TCVOTS *[% AR BII7l e A4S AR 2o
o A TN RN, S AN AT WA | SRRy
e ofes @ 997 o4 [emel, AEFor afowem B |
S R GO FEG A FAOR KANCS TG GG QR0 | N1
SRS AGoTOd Whe Aol JI-E, AE@F S I AP Al
ANIET ST, Grold IS SAGHF 71 T4 &R0 9 4R | O
R TG [ SIS T @ A Sy o= e |

féreg SAIfErIace [ feg AwIfes afsdm S Are w6 | 29 AT
ARSI TS TFATS TR @ AFT IF (O (S, 203)) | I
T TG (A W, M, ALIRTNA DA AR FE I CRIGCIAT
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(ATF2 O[T Il FACO A, K I AT AT -T2 w7 e A | 7w
T Lakoff @3 9IGfe ©g Jamaica Kincaid % (@5 71 ‘Girl’ «3 &1 a7
(Fatah & Muhammed, 2023) | R SFF A& FFFTS 0T 74
fopa $9 Guafe N MPTICEs Afoffy fRer wfksre w1 JFas
@ T (A, do59) | JFTOET TG IIPRA TRAF oG e
REATS O] GRS U7 2T WCB | KSR epie= WLyes e
g Afed! TR GBI TR ST A | G=ITT, TR GfeNeTo!
JGR AR &) TR ST SACABAR (rapport talk) T TG0 71F T
A (GRWIE F6F (Tannen, 1990) |

SfAfeFeg AT 1 26T YR FAoR YIferF TG FAK FRCT SIwR
TOOCE 5T MYFATS GPg &AW FC 71 | @ IECT FRAF O NAFCHCD
SACARTTE = ACE | S529 A A6 e TR Orr A ef_es
FRERI-ATHT STIfRACe ST 1R G AR T8 (S, dobe:uar) |
GFHRRH *OCF TR-AFCAT PACHFG AT F (S GRS ALy LA
PRI AN | FIG SN, 7 AR (I OGO R AT N
G RS o6 T R TOPHIE AT SR | NS, S 2w
GHPIC A S ST (R ¢ W, 000) | TS IRFOCS
TRIA [RAEeId S FME H7 ¢ (Hied Aiftg M 41 =7 |

@roR ofs SfsF FTVaRTeR Tare TR Sl AIEE (FEE e
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(T8 % SR SbReief e T el & AR/ | 2ol TRITefe
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OIS TSR 2B (T OIATS T IR TG, IRF(S, FAO[ G FH
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MR A qFod gz 2097 |

oo fe
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AT A | (Sood) | ST 6 FH[ET | FerPreT : T TeAz

G TR | (S659) | FE CFEEIT | GII: & &I
IR @O 8 IREE (FFI1TS), (00Y) | (GO CFT, AT 4@ | B0
G=TT Jmit

Ayesha. (2022). Gender-based politeness strategies: A case study of faculty
members in the Department of English, University of Gujrat. Linguistics
and Literature Review, 8(1), 85—105.

Bacha, N. N., Bahous, R., & Diab, R. L. (2011). Gender and politeness in a
foreign language academic context. International Journal of English
Linguistics, 2(1), 79-91.

Cameron, D. (2005). Language, gender and sexuality: Current issues and
new directions. Applied Linguistics, 26(4), 482—-502.

Coates, J. (2015). Women, men and language: A sociolinguistic account of

gender differences in language (3rd ed.). Routledge.



IR o e ww ¢ apfe 53

Eckert, P., & McConnell-Ginet, S. (2003). Language and gender.
Cambridge University Press.

Fatah, S. M., & Muhammed, A. A. (2023). A sociolinguistic study of
gendered language in Jamaica Kincaid’s “Girl” using speech act theory and
the deficit model. Language Literacy: Journal of Linguistics, Literature and

Language Teaching, 9(1), 11-26.
Goddard, A., & Patterson, L. (2000). Language and gender. Routledge.
Holmes, J. (1995). Women, men and politeness. Longman.

Huang, Y. (2004). Politeness principle in cross-cultural communication.
English Language Teaching, 1(1), 96—101.

Kerbrat-Orecchioni, C. (2004). Politeness in France: How to buy bread
politely. In L. Hickey & M. Stewart (Eds.), Politeness in Europe (pp. 29—
44). Cromwell Press.

Lakoff, R. (1973). The logic of politeness; or, minding your p’s and q’s. In
Papers from the Ninth Regional Meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society
(pp- 292-305). Chicago Linguistic Society.

Lakoff, R. (1975). Language and woman’s place. Harper & Row.
Leech, G. (2014). The pragmatics of politeness. Oxford University Press.
Mills, S. (2003). Gender and politeness. Cambridge University Press.

Tannen, D. (1990). You just don’t understand: Women and men in

conversation. Ballantine Books.

Thai-tae, S. (2017). The relationship between gender and selection of
politeness strategies in refusing in airline business. Language and
Linguistics, 36(1), 97-122.

Zimmerman, D. H., & West, C. (1975). Sex roles, interruptions and silences
in conversation. In B. Thorne & N. Henley (Eds.), Language and sex:

Difference and dominance (pp. 105—129). Newbury House.



