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Abstract: This paper describes the overall linguistic contributions of
Muhammad Abdul Hai, a leading linguist based in Dhaka, who made
significant contributions after 1947. Using content analysis within a
qualitative framework, this paper investigates his five renowned books
on linguistics, including A Phonetic and Phonological Study of Nasals and
Nasalisation in Bengali (1960), to interpret Hai’s perspective on the
structural linguistic approach that laid the groundwork for modern
linguistic studies in Dhaka. It firmly states that in this region, Abdul Hai
not only pioneered research on the underlying phonological structures of
Bangla, including the characteristics of nasals and nasalisation, but also
contributed significantly to its sociolinguistic perspective. This paper
concludes that linguistic study and research in Dhaka are now
progressing along the traditions and directions initiated by Muhammad
Abdul Hai.
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