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The curse of colonial and postcolonial standardisation processes:

The case of the so-called Bengali script

Abstract: Since 2011, Assamese script activists have been trying to convince the International
Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) and the Unicode Consortium that the fact that the script,
which is currently only listed under the name “Bengali” or “Bangla” by both institutions, is an
injustice — an injustice to the Assamese, who, like Bengalis, claim this script as their own. On
the other hand, script activists among other ethnolinguistic groups in the east of South Asia,
such as Chakmas, Meiteis, Rohingyas, and Santalis, associate this script, first and foremost,
with the Bengali language, and thus, have been trying to introduce ‘authentic’ scripts for their

languages to shake off alleged Bengali cultural hegemony.

This talk will elaborate on linguistic standardisation processes in the east of South Asia during
colonial and postcolonial times, which in the past seemed to be necessary for the introduction
of new technologies, but in the present, lead to a struggle over symbols of identity. By
discussing the so-called Bengali script, it becomes evident that these standardisation processes
have, in some cases, turned scripts into central elements of identity politics, which are either

vehemently claimed or rejected.

Biography: Carmen Brandt has been professor at the Department for South Asian Studies of
the Institute for Oriental and Asian Studies at the University of Bonn, Germany, since 2017.
She obtained a Magister degree in Languages and Cultures of Modern South Asia, Indology,
and Communication and Media Studies from the Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg,
Germany, where she also received her doctorate in 2015 for a thesis about the portrayal of
‘Bedes’ in fictional and non-fictional literature. For her post-doctoral research project, Carmen

Brandt explores comparatively script movements in India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.
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From Word2Vec to Generative LLMs: How NLP has shaped the modern world

Dr. Farig Sadeque
Assistant Professor
Department of Computer Science and Engineering
Brac University

Since a young Czech scientist working in Google introduced the world to the possibility
of expressing words with dense vectors, natural language processing has been a
guintessential part of our collective existence. NLP's evolution underscores its
transformative influence, shaping communication, commerce, and culture in the
contemporary digital landscape. In this talk, Dr. Farig Sadeque will introduce the
audience to the exciting world of neural NLP, from Recurrent Neural Networks to
current state-of-the-art Large Language Models— and how these technologies have
changed the way we process, understand and generate languages.

Recent trends in dataset creation curation for Natural Language
Processing Research and how Linguists can contribute

Asif Shahriyar Sushmit

The exponential expansion of Artificial Intelligence (Al) research has wrought a
profound transformation across diverse domains, notably computational linguistics and
natural language processing. The imperative for Al research lies in the meticulous
development and curation of high-quality datasets, thereby thrusting domain experts
into the limelight. Various modalities of language data, such as speech recordings, text
documents, document images, and sign language videos, serve as fodder for Al
models, enabling them to analyze, convert, summarize, correct, or even generate
novel content—provided that the data is meticulously curated and possesses relative
freedom from noise. Yet, what precisely constitutes this elusive 'data’ remains a focal
point of discussion.

In this interactive session, we shall embark on an exploration of deep learning datasets,
engaging in a collaborative brainstorming endeavor to identify potential avenues
through which linguistics students can contribute to the advancement of new language
technology solutions.



FIToy IQeT *rFl
% SeIoET

[re: @fels ST sRFeE G ¢ TS qRe ¢ I F0a AE ~ farm Wit WiPR-s
2RI GawGT Wi 41 23R | 2 WIS I ey =W, 7 IRl T uFe! RrER gee
JPT 8 Foq =9R PR | IR T 3) FIRP (Natural/Organic) O AT @R ) W
20O A (Artificial) | G ST (FESF S (0F €T *10) #1ow SFl-fofes o # ey
Tz G35 FreIfis IgoRT RAFRIFE! (Natural/Organic Multilanguage Education) , F19 &1 d o4
a6 GifTe O | TR f@oiT Atd (Sooo (@TF S¢oo) TG oEI-fSfes Igem ey
oot 4o _j?ﬁ\ﬁfl JgoR! RFFRIAY! (Artificial/Imposed Multilanguage Education) , F19¢ &b &2«
GG o o | W 7R, el qeed! R g To6! IFa 8 i il ffoe Fare
Aca, Pl IR FEFRITY U8 98 PO AR ©O0IR Y IR I | IRFCHCHR @FIACE
JE OE-fofed Igom FrFRIdYl 29 U FeIE RAFRIEl, SR JE FTONGRER 0L
SR | SRR GFN@ IRESFI-ofed IRt R e 8 Jisa F# [ive e
RN | AT RCAG-fofed Igordl REFyRg Plaw, FEA TGN T WolR S
IRFNCACRT FEYECE JCLF O 4, T Z(I6 1 (FIel ey | 98 Ppleaw g Frweyag
e ¢ IR R [AFhe Fare vl 237, Wi IR SRR IR Ao IR ey «
TFRIIY] I SRS PO S FYF FACS A |]

oI (AT [ATST FAA
LN PG R SIYT

WINITHA I Vel FlaN w7 el SIfRP (WM NAIKP (@ | T F720 O
A\ (e] PG PLd TWS@II'-\‘EQ'-‘ RIRIE ﬁl’Wl QIR OIRICATY A%, GaM<Qrg WI'?];\'DI
W TS TE SN I @1 WOSEON | (TN, FIAT BT I A} G
R, PIAT PR (FIP2 WH-NINY TR 51T FICAT IR OITIEANG AEHIGP
AN WL, NIN (NP | BT PG (FIA AANHS M| GHRCRNLS W@l
LT TG | WE [Fg @RS T T I, OIS T93 Fo AFH-- 3612 O/ IS |
W, WNCO Y, 92 N6 W7z W5 AHFTF NI~ AT MG (T, (AT T
M IR TN BT ©1-2 A (W FLH-FT| (O AT BIHS #ANGo 93 AP
NINGTS HIANH OIS [FATGT FIRY RROA ofT© F1 AT ACH | WT TR (F
(NPT BE Ol T, T O NN AfOTS IG; P GO (60 AR |
OIEIFH WY, I98 WOAHP (3 AP H(E O | e, (FIA 5N 8 HINHAH
L) B B B s e o T ) B S S SO B 0O B S (S D (SRR T RN RS G |
AT I G~ NIT OIS WILONd (Mg fArs|




